Personally I do not think they were due to air embolism as suggested by Dr. Serhachar. Pituitrin when given either hypodermically or intravenously contracts the coronary arteries of the heart and has a depressant action on the cardiac muscle. Thus when pituitrin is administered it manifests its action on the heart: (1) by constriction of the coronary vessels, which lessens the flow of blood to the heart muscle; (2) by inducing a great rise of blood pressure, which throws au additional burden on the heart and consequently slows the pulse ? and (3) by a direct depressant action on the heart muscle. 
